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not be confused with the German National Socialist
Party) should not prevent the Czechs from having
friendly relations with the neighbouring country. Within
Czechoslovakia, Benes had indeed waged fierce battle
against the Communist?, but his shrewd statesmanship
had convinced him of the importance and significance
of Soviet Russia.

Upon my own return from Soviet Russia, I demanded
the recognition of the Soviet Union in an article I had
published in a very important political journal. Soon
after this I met Dr Benes and in the course of conversation
I asked him whether it was to be expected that the Little
Entente would recognise Russia. He replied: * We,
too, are of the opinion that such recognition as you have
advocated would be of importance for us. I agree com-
pletely with your statement that Czechoslovakian industry
would benefit, but everything would depend on the
financial problem of how credits might be assigned.'
I pointed out the financial policy of the Reichsbank and
the German Chamber of Commerce (the Reichsbank
had given a credit of twenty million Reichsmarks to
Russia) and began to explain the basis of this financial
policy. Benes listened patiently and then said: * I think
that we could also come to some agreement on this
question, but you must not forget that we cannot recognise
the Soviet Union until the Great Powers have done so.
Otherwise, although the step would be a wise one, we
would arouse all the anti-Bolshevists against us/ I urged
upon him that Soviet Russia ought to be accepted as a
member of the League of Nations. Dr Benes gazed at me